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Th« subscription price of this paper for a year is Thkex
Dollar*, payable in advance.
For the long Sessions of Congress, (averaging eight

Booths,) the price will be Two Dollars; for the short
Sessions One Dollar per copy.
A reduction of 20 per cent, (one-fifth of the full charge)

Will be mude to any one who shall order and pay for, at
one time, five copies of the Weekly paper; and a like re¬

duction of 25 per cent, (or one-fourth of the full charge)
to any one who will order and pay for, at onetime, ten or

More copies.
No account* being kept for this paper, it will not be far-

warded to any one unless paid for in advance, nor sent any
longer_than the time for which it is so paid.

CONG RE8S.

The proceedings of the Senate on Monday were

more than usually interesting. The preliminary
measures so promptly adopted to evince the grat
ful sense of the National Legislature lor the huniani- i
ty and persevering bravery of the Commanders who
so nobly stood by the wreck of the Francisco}
and at groat hazard succeeded in saving the survi¬
vals of her on4 croiv, -m+rfi UftUorahl* to

'\UoJ3enators who moved in ther% und to ihd*whole
K-sjLwhich so heartily and unanimously sustained
the motemcnt.

Amqrjg other business of the day, three impor¬
tant bftls were introduced from the Military Com¬
mittee by Gen. Shields, the chairman of that com¬

mittee, viz : A till to increase the pay of the army;
a bill to increase the efficiency of the arm}'; and a

bill creating * retired list for the array.
In regard to the policy of these bills we may be

permitted to remark that the compensation of the

army was fixed some years ago, when the cost of

living was much less than at present; and, al¬

though the salaries of most of the other employes
of the Government have been increased during that
time, the pay of the army remains unchanged. This
bill contemplates increasing the pay from twenty-
fire to thirty per centum. That of the soldiers is
raised from seven to ten dollars per month; and,
when employed as teamsters and mechanics, they are

to have from twenty-five to fifty cents per day extra

This increase is deemed a measure of expediency and
of propriety. The number of soldiers in our army
is now nearly four thousand less than is allowed by
law; and it is found that men will not enlist when

they can obtain much better wages as laborers or

ordinary mechanics. This increase will likewise
tend greatly to prevent desertion. Tko bill also ex¬

tends the pension laws of 1848 to the army, and

provides for the appointment of an additional num¬

ber of cadets, two from each State, upon the recom¬

mendation of the Senators respectively.
The provisions of the second bill are said to be

loudly called for by existing circumstances. With
an immense increase of population and territory,
there has been no proportionate increase in our mili¬

tary force, and at a time too when it is so much
needed. Our army is only ten thousand strong,
aitu it i» uo/i' proposed to iacrease it by adding ono

regiment, of dragoons, two regiments of infantry,
and one company of sappers, miners, and ponto-
niers, the infantry to bo changed into riflemen when¬
ever necessary. This will add greatly to the effi¬

ciency of the army, and its adoption will be gene¬
rally regarded as a measure of prudence and wisdom.

The Retired List forms the subject of the third

bill, and is deemed one of great necessity in our

army, in which there are many superannuated, worn-

eut, and otherwise incapacitated officers. The ef¬

fect of placing them upon this list will be, not only
to withdraw them from actual scrvicc, with their

present pay, but also to promote many gallant and

meritorious officers who vould otherwise remain in

their present positions £>r many years to come. It

is regarded as a meaiure, not only of expediency*
but of justice; an<i its passage will be looked for

.with great anxiety hy the whole army.
Two reports fere presented from the Committee

on the JudicUry relative to the -question recently
raised by 31'- Thelitis, of Vermont, as to his right
to retain Ks seat in the Senate, to which he was ap¬

pointed <lo fill a vacancy prior to the late meeting of

the Legislature of his State, which adjourned with¬

out electing a Senator. The constitutional point
presented in this case is, we understand, a new one,
wfcich wo presume will be shown when the question
comes up for consideration on Wednesday, for which

day it is made the special order. The majority of

the committee report in favor of Mr. Phelps's

right, and the minority (Mr. Butler and Mr.
Payard) against it.
An amendment to the Nebraska bill was submit

ted and ordered to bo printed, which, in effect, abro
gates the compromise act of* 1820, known as the
Missouri compromise, by declaring that so much
of thas act as prohibits slavery shall not be so con

strued as to apply to the Nebraska or any other

Territory of the United States.
A bill was reported from the Committee on Re¬

trenchment which proposes to make a further in¬
crease in the salaries of the clerks and other em¬

ployes in the Public Departments.
The subject of the Central American Treaty was

then taken up, and Mr. Clayton (though laboring
under indisposition) resumed and concluded his ela¬
borate and masterly speech in defence of the Treaty,
and in reply to the equally elaborate and very able

speech of Mr. Cass. The subject was then laid on

the table, probably not to be again taken up.
In the House of Representatives a spirit

alike ardent and honorable to that displayed in the
Senate towards the rescuers of the San Francisco
sufferers was manifested by the eagerness of many
members to introduce propositions for honors and
rewards to the brave commandcrs of tho succoring
?essels. An account of the proceedings on the sub¬

ject will be found under the proper head.

The Ahti-Rknt Cases ih Niw York..The Albany
Register of Friday contains the opinions of the Judges of

the Court of Appeals of that State in the suit of the Peo¬

ple ri. ffm. P. Van Rensselaer. They review the Rens¬

selaer title from its origin, and establish its validity in

ewy particular. This decision of the Court of last re¬

tort (the Register says) will greatly relieve the minds of

miny tenants who have entertained honest doubts con¬

cerning their titles. The eight Judges were unanimous

in their decision that the paper title is " good against all

the world."

LETTERS FROM LIBERIA.

The following letters are in reply to communications
addressed to President Rouekts and Judge Benson (the
present Vice President of the Republic) by our friend,
the Rev. R. R. Gurley, during the last summer. Some
allusions were made by Mr. Gublky to the depressing
effect produced upon the public mind in this country by
cases of unusual mortality among emigrants : and the

importance of agricultural improvements and mechanical
industry, which might render Liberia independent for the
necessaries of life of foreign aid, was suggested. This
may explain the course of thought in these letters, which,
coming from individuals of long-established reputation
and the highest official stations, will be perused with in¬
terest. Many letters exceedingly encouraging, and from
a great variety of persons in Liberia, have been received
by the Secretary of the American Colonization Society,
extracts from which will no doubt be soon published.

Govksxmknt House,
Moxbovia, September 15, 1853.

MyDsabSib: I have seen in the newspapers several
encouraging notices of your recent efforts in the South
to advance the interests of colonisation; and I should
think the impression you have made there. «i»»oiaily ia

from present appearances that the cause of African co«^
nization is rapidly growing into publio favor throughout
the United States. There are many reasons why this
might be expected.; and, aside from every other consi¬
deration, true philanthropy a&d christian benevolence

Eoint out the colonization enterprise as the only feasible
ope of the colored population of your country. And I
am glad to observe by your letter of June 2d that a large
number of the respectable free people of color in the
Southern States ate beginning to view colonization in its
legitimate bearing and their future interests, and the
sooner they make up their minds to come to Liberia.for
come they must.the better.

I can readily imagine the discouraging effects a large
mortality among any company of emigrants would have
upon colonization; and doubtless emigration has been
greatly retarded in consequence. But men can and do
live here. To be sure, in years past the people of Liberia
have suffered sickness, many fatal sickness, and indeed
all the evils and difficulties consequent on the settlement
of any new country, but they have suffered in the cause
of freedom and uncomplainingly; and who with a single
spark of freedom in his breast will not willingly suffer
something in the cause of liberty ?

With regard to health, I am happy to sav that Liberia
is rapidly improving, and is beginning to compare favora¬
bly with most places within the tropics. Eyen now,
where immigrants are well provided with comfortable
dwellings, suitable food, and nurses, the acclimating fever
yields readily to proper medical treatment. Under these
favorable circumstances but little apprehension is dread¬
ed from the effects of African fever. Some attention
must be had certainly to location. Experience has taught
us that local causes of malignant fever do exist in some

parts of Liberia. It is pretty clear, I believe, that the
great mortality among the emigrants by the "Morgan
Dix," located at the old settlement of Bassa Cove, may
be traced in a great degree to the miasma from a swamp
near the centre of that township, and from the use of
bad water during the dry season.

I fully appreciate your remarks in regard to the im¬
portance of producing in Liberia not only the necessa¬
ries of life, but also furniture and many other articles
wc require, and which may be made by our own me¬

chanics. This is certainly an object that ought more and
more to claim the attention of the people. I am glad to
say, however, that in this respect we are every year be¬
coming less dependant on foreigners. Ah, my dear sir,
you are quite right as to the great want of Liberia.
labor, especially applied to the cultivation of the soil.
When we should have secured this, Liberia will have bat
little else to fear. But the means of living in Africa
are so easy and the wants of the natives so few that it
is a hard matter to draw them into habits of industry:
it is a work of time and patience ; but happily there arc

encouraging signs of improvement, ana bs civilization
advances and their wants increase, which is a natural
consequence, improvement in this respect'will be more

rapid. Among the Americo-Liberian population our ag¬
ricultural prospects were never more encouraging than
at the present time.

I thank you for the files of Savannah papers you wore

good enough to send me by the "Adeline." I have com¬
municated to the editor of the Liberia Herald your sug¬
gestion in regard to exchanges, which will be attended to
when he shall get his paper going again. Failing to ob¬
tain a supply of paper by the Shirley, as was expected,
the press is stopped for the time being.

Mrs. Roberts requests me to present her kindest re¬

gards to yourself and family.
I am, my dear sir, very truly, your obedient servant,

J. J. ROBERTS.
Rev. It. R. Gubley, Washington, D. C.

Buchanan, September 14, 1853.
Rev. and Dear Sir: Your highly esteemed f.ivor of

the 2d June reached me safely on the 17th August. Its
perusal afforded me no small degree of pleasure. A
couple or more years have elapsed since I wrote to you
last; but 1 assure you, sir, that my wonted respect and
affectionate regard for you (in view of your past and al¬
most unparalleled services rendered in the colonization
cause, as also personal kindness shown to mc) have suf¬
fered no abatement. I feel highly honored by and under
many obligations for the notice both you in your excel¬
lent paper and the Respected Editors of the National In¬
telligencer took of the letter addressed to you in 1850.
You have long since heard of the soul-trying difficulties
we had with the natives and others since your visit to
this country ; but I am happy to be able to inform you
that those difficulties have subsided, and our relations
with the natives and foreign nations have been establish¬
ed upon better baois than ever before. It is our avowed
principle never to chastise or scourge our native breth¬
ren unless circumstances render it a dernier resort, and,
when tliey are sufficiently humbled, then treat them hu¬
manely and justly, so as to win their confidence and af¬
fection, and, I hope, imitation of us.

Lower Buchanan (the Cove proper) is a promising new

settlement; the site was reoccupieu on the 11th of Oc¬
tober last, since when the progress has been astonish¬
ing. It numbers now about 200 settlers, and it is con¬

tinually attracting old settlers from other settlements.
The immigrants by the Banshee, excepting one family,
(Tuylor's, from Virginia,) have done remarkably well at
that place. They have now been here over three months,
and, excepting the deaths in the family alluded to, we

have lost three adults, some of whom were from 70 to 80
years old, and their constitutions broken down, and some
children of whooping cough and measles. They have
proven to be a very sober and industrious company of
immigrants, and have already cleared off anil planted
considerable lands. This settlement being now formed,
we need some method of conveyance from it to the B.
river. I have procured three yokes of oxen this year,
and have been using them in this way. I have no doubt
that the number will be increased, and a good inland
road will be made from here down there sufficient to
answer our purpose for some three or four years to come.

Right Rev. Bishop Payne is now here ; he arrived in the
Shirley from Cape Palinas last week. He thinks and
speaks highly of Lower Buchanan. Having examined
some of the land contiguous to it, and found it so supe¬
rior in several respects to what he had any idea of or

had been represented to him, he hesitates not to declare
it as destined to be the New York of Liberia. He has
selected at that place a site for mission premises; a good
school is to be conducted on the manual labor system, and
is to go immediately into operation.

I have for some time been anxious to see one or more

settlements formed up at the Highlands, i. e. near the
mouniuins; but the great difficulty is the expense and
trouble of conveyance thither. Conveyance can be effect¬
ed by water about half tLe distance ; but from this ter¬
minus a good road (though at a good expense) should
lead out to the mountains, good cart and wagon roads,
and until this is the case there is no use in commencing a

settlement out there. I believe our mountain region fnay be
classed among the best sections of country in the world ;
and so soon as Lower Buchanan can be strengthened by
one more good company of emigrants, I intend to advo¬
cate the settling of the banks of the St. John, and from
thence out to the mountains.

I have sent Mr. McLain a small specimen of our iron
ore from the interior. Our blacksmiths have tried this
virgin ore, and pronounce it 20 per cent, better than
trade iron brought to this coast by foreigners. Rev. A.
P. Davis haa made a spoon of this ore, which he will
send by the Shirley to Win. Coppenger, Esq., Philadelphia.
The proper, and I may say the principal, method de¬

signed by Divine Providence for eivilixing and christian-
iiing Africa seems sufficiently clearly understood by tkat

wise and noble class of men, the colonizationists, espe¬
cially of the United States, and is being prosecuted by
them in their advocacy and support of the Republic of
Liberia. Yes, they are instrumentally prosecuting this

food work as fast as their pecuniary ability will allow.
can but wish that your Government (which is second

to none on earth in magnanimity, and perhaps paramount
to all others in liberal principles) could see and feel on
this very important subject as do many noble souls in
the United States and England. I am almost as ean-

guine as I am of my own existence that there are seve¬
ral nations now in their glory and commendable pride
that will heartily regret in the future that they did not
earlier secure to themselves more of the honor of, and
demonstrate more sound policy in, promoting this great
and noble work, which is just as sure to be most glori¬
ously accomplished as we have a Divine Creator, Re¬
deemer, and Preserver.
The Shirley having arrived a fortnight sooner than ex¬

pected, I am pushed for time, and cannot therefore write
half as much as I wish or intended. I must avail my¬
self of an early opportunity to write you more detailing-
ly. All the friends for whom you inquired are alive ex¬

cept Mrs. Donaldson and Dr. Davis; the former died last
year, the latter this. There are hundreds of inquiries
about you in Bassa county, and do not think that 1 flat¬
ter when I assure you that you occupy no small place in
the affections of Liberi»ns generally.

Will tqu please accgAtf* unall lack of -coff#f from myfeatI|!s^iHSw¥mHSs
return from Palmas I would hare* fried to add a few cu¬
riosities for you. Mrs. Benson and my oldest son, now
about ten years old, desire to be affectionately remem¬
bered to you and family; and with my best wishes tor
your health and prosperity, I am, my dear sir, most af¬
fectionately and faithfully, youra,

STEPHEN A. BENSON.
Rev. R. R. Gcrlet.

FOREIGN ITEMS.

The Taff Vale Railway has a branch from Merthp-toDowlais. More thaa a mile of this is an inclined p a .

rising 400 feet in that distance. This is worked by a sta¬
tionary engine. The officials on Wednesday neglected to
attach the rope to the mid-day passenger train before
starting it. It consequently dashed down the »»chne
with prodigious increasing velocity as :t nearcd the bo -

torn The guard leapt off the break soon after the car¬

riages commenced their descent, and was
None of the passengers, however, were enabled thus to
escape, as they were all locked in the compartments, and
their shrieks while passing along the bndges over the
roads near the town were most appalling. The branch
ioins on to the main line at the bottom of the incline by
a sharp curve. The train abandoned the rail at this spot,uIJX^p iut. <h. air . grot b.-gb., the c.m»ges
seuaratine into shreds, the passengers being thrown out,ST»f <"« f»u!l ""f-' ,110K.etVShTall river and on the adjoining cinder tips, ^with¬
standing this extraordinary vielence, some of the passen¬
gers were enabled to walk away comparatively unhurt,
others are much injured, and two women were dying-
one having her back broken, and the other a fracture of
the skull, besides which they are frightfully lacerated and
torn almost to pieces.

Iu the course of the proceedings of the German Asso¬
ciation for the Advancement of Science, lately held at lu-
biugen, Prof. Kaknat announced that Germany had coal
enough to supply herself and all the rost of the world tor
the next five hundred years. The great f»ct e^clted ^the meeting was the clearing up of the m^3tcryoft^fossil human teeth found in the Swabian Alps, in strata
of the mammoth period, and doubts expressed ast0*he*r
being human teeth, as man was not believed to have ex¬
isted in the time 9:' the mammoth. Since the meeting in
1852 a number of perfect human skulls have been foun

the same locality with teeth in them, which discovery,
if correctly reported, would naturally lead to the conclu-InThat arac-e of human beings was in existence con¬

temporaneously with the mastodon and other ot the
larger antediluvian animals.
On the field of Europe (says the London Leader) noth-

inic uiore interesting has occurred luau the opciung ot the
church of the Waldenses at Turin ; nor is that incident
the only mark of the growth of public freedom religions

as nolitical, in the sole constitutional state of
Italy Correspondents mention the freedom 0f the peo¬
ple in Genoa and the circulation ot Bibles from Nice.
Iu short Sardinia is rapidly moving towards a truly Lng-li^h state of constitutional freedom. There are parts of
Europe upon which this country may rely for sympathy
aud co-operation, not only on the score of parchment
treaty-bond, but on the score of genuine feeling and com
mon objects. .

Mr. Pbideaux, author of a work on the Economy of
Fuel has been permitted to try an experiment at 1 orts-
mmth dock-yard, in England, with his invention for the
consumption of smoke. The experiment seems to have been
quite successful. It consists of a valve in. the ^rn^edoor of a simple character, «insuring intense gatingand minute subdivision of the air in its passage through
it " The door of the furnace remains cool, insteadI ot
becoming red-hot ; merely a thin steam-colored vapor
arose from the chimney.

There is in the crypt of llythe Church a vast pile of
hunuin bones which were gathered mauy years aftei a
battle fought on the sea-shore between tne Danes and
Saxons, about one thousand years since, and amongst
them are tkulls of aged warriors, finely developed. the
teeth in mauy of which are so perfect, so beautifully
sound and so firmly imbedded in the sockets that you
cannot move them" The owners of those teeth wore
beards.
M Bmast, of Paris, left 100,000 francs to the French

Institute, to be by it awarded to the discoverer ot ue cause
of cholera or a cure for it. The interest of the money is
in the mean time to be used in rewarding or encouraging
the authors of anv lesser discoveries in medicine, lhe
Emperor Napoleon has just signed the act permitting theinstitute to accept the legacy and conditions under which
it is made.

The Paris Moniteur publishes a decree abolishing the
restrictions imposed by the rescript ot February-8th,

011 raw cotton imported into France from Great
Britain and the British possessions in Europe. Accord¬
ing to the said rescript the produce of Asia, Africa,^andAmerica sent from England aud her European po.ses-
sions into French ports was to be admitted for re-exporta-

The arrangements for the French Industrial Congress
in 1855 arc progressing satisfactorily. Around a perma-UtU iu .be Chumps .ill be grouped
the various buildings necessary tor the display ot the pro-ductus The total area will be ful y equal to that occu¬

pied by the Crystal l'alace in Hyde 1 ark.
A cannon loading at the breech has been invented by

a l>r Chcbcii, of England. By this process of loading
heavy ship guns can be fired five times m ft minute by
two men, and a field piece six times m a minute.

A Mr. Swirt, of Dublin, has an invention by which he
can progress through the water in an upright position at
the rate of five miles an hour. The apparatus consists of
two air-tight tin tloats of twenty feet long tapering to ftnlrrow point at each end, and joined together by two bars
ofirou. The mode by which it is propelled is by a dou-
ble-bladed oar. eighteen feet in length, which "made to
ply wiudmill fashion by the occupant, who stands in the
centre. An experiment was fully successful, and Mr.
Swift was loudly applauded on his arrival at Eden Quay.
Some time this month the Society of Arts and College

of Physicians are bound to award the fcwiney prize 0 a
silver goblet, holding one hundred sovereigns, to the au¬
thor of the best published treatise on jurisprudence re¬
lating to arts and sciences. This pme is <open to works
in all languages which have been published during t
last five years, and it is not necessary that the work
should have been produced especially for this purpoee.
A Witt's Jkwklbt..By the English law these are

iuch articles of dress and ornament as the husband has
specially appropriated to the wife, and are suitable to herPosition in life The subject has been lately examiitfdfn the English Court of Chancery, before the Master of
the Rolls, in the case of Jervoise r1. Jervoise. The plain¬
tiff is the widow or Rev. Sir Samuel C. Jervoise. aiad the
defendants the trustees under her late husband s will.
The deceased directed that his family jewels should de-
«'eud after his wife's death to his guccessor as heir-looms.
The lady above mentioned is now in her iVth year. and
was married 53 years ago. She lays no claim to the
family jewels, but only to some pearl ornaments P^eato
her by an aunt at the time of her marriage, and also to a

pair of diamond braceleta given to her by her husband
nince marriage, and worth nearly £800. The Master held
that the pearl ornaments and the bracelets were absolute^ly subject to such disposition aa their owner chose to
make of then.

THE CALIFO&yA FILLIBUSTER3.

8an Francisco, December 16.
Filibusters..Meetings continue to be held and

names to be enrolled in our city, and numbers are daily
arriving from the interior who are anxious to join the
revolutionary forces under President Walker. We learn
that two or three vessels will be dispatched for Lower
California in a few daysf and they will no doubt be crowd¬
ed by adventurers and loaded with ammunition and pro¬
visions..Courier. .

The Alta California'of December 16th very forcibly
blames the Collector of the port of San Francisco,
and the United States Attorney of California, for their
remissness in not preventing the sailing of those vessels
that were openly fitted out, armed, and manned with the
express determination to make a hostile attack on a

neighboring nation. Instead of doing their duty under
the laws of the United Stages, which they were appointed
to enforce, they would not tven listen to the evidence of¬
fered to them by (Jen. Kifencocic, who had seiied the
brig Arrow ai engagqf-ln sal unlawful enterprise.
The Alta California Terr justly blames these Govern

nyjnt officials for th#ir <»r neglect to do their duty,
if? they are at*. re»>^- compelled to enforeejhe laws,
the Administration itself will become responsible for our

grasping propensity and ou^fillibuetering attacks on our

weak neighbors. What a
* ectacle does such a spirit of

aggression make "the Model Republic!"
[Ifartford Courant.

More of tue Duel..We hav6 already noticed the fatal
result of tie duel that was fought in Pickens county,
(Ala.) on the 2d instant, between I)r. F. W. Iriit and Dr.
Fast, both of Noxubee county, Mississippi, in which Dr.
Irby was shot through the heart at the first fire. The
Columbus (Miss.) Argus has some particulars concerning
the affair which invest it with painful interest. We know
nothing of the merits of the difficulty, but there is some¬

thing unusually saddening in the contemplation of an old
man being supported to the field of mortal combat and
yielding up his life a sacrifice to the so-termed " coJe of
honor." The Argus says :
" The weapons were duelling pistols., and the distance?

thirteen and a half paces. Dr. Irby, who was killed, was
a most estimable gentleman, a member clect of ;he* pre¬
sent Legislature, and the difficulty arose out of some mis¬
understanding in the late canvass between hinself nnd
his antagonist, who was a candidate for the sane station.
Both gentlemen were Domocrats and members of the
church. We are told that the auair would have taken
place long since had it not been for the extreme ill health
of Dr. Irby, who was conveyed te the grotud of combat
in a carriage, and was scarcely able to staid ap without
support at the time of the fatal occurrenje, the like of
which we hope never again to be under .he nrcessity of
chronicling." ,

Adulteration op Drugs and Medicines..From the
late Report made to Congress by the Sirgeon-Geseral of
the U. S. Army it appears that the adulteration of drugs
and medicines is carried on more extensively in the coun¬

try since the passage of the aet of Congress to e'ippress
the importation of such articles, so that it is now alleged to
be difficult to procure medicines which are not cither
mixed with some foreign strbrtance, or from which wme
portion of the active principle has not been subtracted
by chemical process. Thus it would seem that the effort
to suppress the foreign trade fca3 resulted in imparting
an extraordinary stimulus to the home manufacture of
the spurious commodities.

Smugglers Detected..New developments have beet
made at New York in relation to the smuggling opera¬
tions connected with.the Cjwd (*t#apjsbip line. Mr.
Cunard lately communicated some information which put
the authorities on the watch for the arrival of the Europa.
The seizure last week at Jersey city of smuggled dia¬
monds, watches, and other costly goodr, brought by per¬
sons in the steamship Alps, has been before mentioned.
Officers being in waiting for the Europa, immediately
upon arriving at her dock they were on the watch. In the
afternoon Dr. Winston, strgeon of the ship, who was sus¬

pected, started to go to New York. He proceeded to the
ferry boat, when he was arrested and taken into a room

in the Darcy House and searched, and a quantity of lace,
said to be worth about !>1,200, was found serreted upon
his person. John Bevaa, barkeeper upon the Europa,
was also arrested upon the charge of smuggling a quan¬
tity of watches of considerable value. The prisoners
were taken to jail in New York. It is said that traces

have also been discovered of lots of goods of yet greater
value which have been brought into the oountry in the
same manner. Officers have gone to Boston to be present
at the arrival of the Cambria at that port, and detect any
such attempt at an infringement of our revenue laws.

MASSACHUSETTS.
The Hon. Emsry Washburn, the new Governor of Mas¬

sachusetts, in his Message to the Legislature on Thurs¬
day last, alludes to the fisheries, and expresses the hope
that Congress will protect them; congratulates the people
on the flourishing condition of every branch of com¬

merce; and represents the finances of the State to be in
a favorable condition, but says that increased expenses
call for a loan of $200,000 to make up a deficit in the
year 1863. Some ch.iagc3 are suggested in the State
Constitution; such as the election of Senators by sepa¬
rate districts; the election by the people of certain of¬
ficers now chosen by the Legislature or appointed by the
Executive : the substitution of the plurality for the ma¬

jority system in elections generally ; and a modification
of the principle of representation in the House of Repre¬
sentatives, so as to render it more equal, while it limits
it to a more convenient number than the present. On
the liquor law the message says that society ha6 a right
to protect itself froii any vice that tends to undermine
its foundation is a maxim which few would controvert:
nor would it be mor* seriously contested that if necessary
for this purpose lars may be aimed at the cause of an

acknowledged evil iisteadof dealing with its effects alone.

Dkstriction or a N*w Ship..The St. John New
Brunswicker of the 5th instaut Announces the total loss
of the new ship Recorder, which was launched ou the
Monday before below the falls, on the Carleton side, op¬
posite to that city. After safely reaching the water, the
anchor which was intended to bring her up parted from
the chain, when a second anchor was let go, but this also
broke, and the tide swept her into the falls, where the
vessel struck on a ledge of rocks known as Blind Island,
and became hard and fast. The Recorder was a beauti¬
ful ship of 1,215 tons register, and was built by Messrs.
Williatu l'arks & Son. She was partially insured.

BabtShow..A communication ia a Georgia paper an¬

nounces the fact that the executive committee of the
Southern Central Agricultural Associationjluve determin¬
ed to offer some very handsome premiums on balxtz at
the next meeting of the Fair. This is a new feature in
Agriculture shows. The first premium, a silver pitcher
costing $60, is to be awarded to the " handsomest and
finest" baby, two years old; the second premium, a silver
pitcher costing $25, to a similar baby, two years old:
and a §10 gold goblet for a fine handsome baby only
six months old.

Cosvicts Sbst to thi Unitrt> Status..Three Ger-
mons having been Arrested at New York charged with
having committed a series of burglaries, *>ne of them con¬

fessed that in the year 1851 he was convicted of burglary
in the city of Brunswick, Germany, and sentenced to the
State prison for a term of years; that, after remaining
there until September of last year, he was pardoned by
the Duke of Brunswick on oondition that he should emi¬
grate to the United States and never return, lie goes on
in his affidavit to say:

" Accordingly we were all taken from prison by the police
and conveyed to Bremen, and there put on board the brig
Hiram, and kept under the surveillance of the police until
the vessel sailed. Our passage was paid by the ' Directors,'
and we each received from them $9. We landed ia New
York oa the 1st of December last."

FROU 0UR LOXDOXCORRESPONDENT.

London, December 20, 1S53.
We beliefe there is only one feeling in England

respecting the President's message, aud that is plea¬
sure at the general prosperity of the country which
it so elaborately enunciate?. The vast increase of
the population, both by immigration and by birth,
is an advantage in a material sense; and in a moral
sense it can be nothing but a good, so long as the
institutions of the country afford a sufficient bond to
hold the various social elements together, and we

see no evidence of this ceasing to be the case, but
decidedly the contrary. The heterogeneous quality
of society which is taken for granted to be the main
cause of the supposed weakness of Turkey is the
chief ground of strength in the United States. All
nations and races contribute their powers and char¬
acteristics to consolidate a nationality which there
is no political despotism to repress. Under all the
wide range of circumstances and conditions and
modes of life which jour extensive territory offers,
there is always somebody found to accept of them, and
to endeavor to mitigate and improve them. Some of
yoor people, beth native and Imported^like winter best,
and some summer; some prefer the granite of the Nerth,
others the aliuvions of the West; some lire most com¬

fortably and prosperously npon the prairie, others on the
rivers, and others on the mountain. Manufactures, com¬

merce, and agriculture, each and all find their numerous
bands of prosperous followers. In the entire prodigious
extent and variety of your national territory there is
scarcely a nook of soil or a phase of society which does
not suit some resident of one constitution and character
or another. This being the case, the resources of the
entire country are sure to be made more or less available;
and the consequence is a continuous prosperity, such as

the President's speeches1 always report, and which is so

fully manifested in the one just received.
We turn to a less pleasant subject, the very unsatisfac¬

tory state of European, and particularly English, political
affairs. We Bpeak thus emphatically, for never did the
people of England know less than they do at present of
the real views and intentions of their rulers. For the
fourth time within a brief period, Lord Palmsrston has
astonished and perplexed the political world; twice by
resigning office, and twice by accepting it; for he has

again resumed the seals of the Home Department. The
mere fact of his being again part and parcel of the Gov¬
ernment of the country gives satisfaction, we think, to
three-fourths at least of the people ; but the " why" he
resigned and the " wherefore'' which induced him to re¬

turn to office are secrets which, as yet, can only be

guessed at. It is certain, however, that the Ministry,
whose speedy downfall was fearlessly prognosticated, has
been reconstituted in its original integrity, and ^he Cabi¬
net, which was said to be torn by internal dissensions,
both on domestic and foreign questions, is as harmonious
in its views (for so it is reported to be) as it is complete
in its numbers.
We have eaid that the cause of Lord Palmerston's

tendering his resignation to her Majesty was something
more important than a difference of opinion upon a ques¬
tion of home policy between himself and his colleagues,
admitting that such a difference really existed, of which
we are not sure. One paper boldly asserts that des¬
patches, the seals of which should not have been broken
by any one but the chief of the Home Department, had
been seen by others before they reached that office. Some
persons will have it that her Majesty is decidedly averse

tt trar with Russia, an J that his lordship is equally averae

to a temporizing and pacific policy. Others bring in the
same of Prince Albert, and say that the resignation was

occasioned in consequence of certain documents touching
the Eastern question having been submitted to the Prince
previous to their being brought before the Cabinet Coun¬
cil, a proceeding which Lord Palmerstox considered un¬

constitutional. This last is, probably, only a variation of
the first rumor. From all we can hear and see, we think
the most probable, certainly the one which gains most

credence, is that which attributes the resignation of Lord
Palmssjtos to direct interference with the political affairs
of the country by Prince Albert. We say this as much
in sorrow as in anger. A writer in the Daily News
says:
"The impression, the suspicion, the persuasion, the

apprehension, or the belief, for it takes a great variety
of forms, that the Prince ConsoH has recently trespassed
into the boapds of political affairs, from which he is pro¬
hibited by the constitution aud his duty, is now so gene¬
ral that it is impossible any longer to confine it to con¬
versation. Go where you will, into good or bad society,
amongst rich or poor, the feeling or the fear that it is the
Court, and not the responsible Ministers of the Crown,
who are giving the impetus aud the tone to the foreign
policy of England, is now a topic of conversation. Peo¬
ple cannot get rid of an apprehension that something is
going very wrong in this the highest quarter of the State:
confidence in the Prince is giving way; and, instead of
popularity, resentment seems to me very likely to take
possession of the public mind. Nor is it political affairs
only that his lioyal Highness is accused of meddling in
and marring. In the army, also, he isBaid to be interfer¬
ing ; and the recent scandals at the Horse Guards are

openly aud loudly ascribed to him. It is quite time that
notice should be taken of imputations so serious. . The
Duke,' moreover, is dead and gone; so long as he lived
interference with the army would have been impertinence.
His absence is felt at the Horse Guards now.''
Other papers havo alluded in strong but temperate

terms to this painful subject, but the Dally News has
spoken out more bluntly.

The delays, perhaps the difficulty, of diplomacy with

respect to the Eastern questions render it all but certain
that the struggle with Russia, which early and firm op¬
position to her pretensions would have made brief and
simple, is now become complicated. The Czar is now

more deeply committed; he will now, in all probability,
brave the worst and fight to the uttermost. Russia, it is
true, is no match for France and England; but Russia is
not easily accessible at home; the Russian people are

isolated from European opinion and European progress;
they are ignorant, fanatical, and capable of an almost in¬
calculable extent of dogged, pertinacious endurance, and
these things confer upon the Ciar a dangerous power of
protracting hostilities. It would, therefore, be the height
of folly for Englishmen to close their eyes to the fact that
the struggle, which has all but commenced, may, most

probably will, be both long and costly. But there is a

growing spirit within England which may be more mis¬
chievous than any thing from without. We fear there is
a desire, a rabid thirsting for war. growing up among the
people, partly arising, we think, from the teachings of a

party who would rather involve the country in war than
run the risk of those useful reforms and economies which
are sure to be the result of a continued peace, and partly
from the effect of the mere pleasure of yielding to strong
excitement. Already we hear defiance muttered agains
other Powers as well as Russia, and see a disposition
evinced to stoop and take up the gauntlet of even so re¬

mote an adversary as Persia. Should an unreasoning war
spirit be awakened in the nation, there is imminent dan¬
ger of its resources being severely strained, of the reins
of power being confided to those who, for their own sel-
fi~h purposes, would wantonly lavish life and money, and
of a counter-spirit of discontent and disaffection being
excited by the burdens which would necessarily be im¬

posed. In such a position of the national affairs, in such
a mood of the national mind, should the Crown continue
to observe the same wise policy which has been so suc¬

cessful for sixteen years, England would, have a standard
round which all true and loyal hearts might rally. But
should the great constitutional principle, that the 3ov«-

rtigu of England reifiu, but does not govern, be abandon-

ed, along with it will be abandoned all hop* of preserving
that internal civil ditcipline, the only security of England
against the confused and bewildering assaults of internal
and external foes. Vt'e are convinced that the impending
crisis will tax the sagacity and nerve of the best of Eng¬
land's statesmen. They will be called upon to inspire
and keep alive natiolal enthusiasm, and at the same time
to keep the national judgment cool and collected. They
will have to contend against unreflecting eagerness for
war on one hand, and discontent with necessary burdens
on the other. These are duties to tax and strain the
most robust abilities.
We will turn from war and all its horrors, its possibili¬

ties and its probabilities, and rejoice that Christvas,
with its accompanying amenities, charities, gayeties, and
enjoyments, has been once more ours. But what a con¬

tradiction does a great part of the Christian world exhibit,
what an infidelity to its profession of rejoicing In a faith
which has for its foundation " glad tidings of peace on

earth and good-will to men 1"
The civil holyday of Christmas was W9ll kept, at least

in London. The holyday was very nearly a general one.
Lord Palmebston to the contrary notwithstanding. The
weather was seasonably fine, the roads hard and dry with
frost, and the iioWday paased off altogether with greaft
success. Tens of thousands of people enjoyed themselves
rationally, and the amount of visible intoxication was

very much less than in former years. The morals and
the manners of the multitude who people London are ra¬

pidly improving, notwithstanding the terrible revelations
from time to time made in the police courts. We are un¬

willing to think that crime of any kind is on the increase
in London. We believe that it is more difficult to escape
detection through the existence of a more vigilant police,
and also that a knowledge of it is more generally dissemi¬
nated by a more numerous body of reporters. Some peo¬
ple tell us that there is as much drunkenness as ever, and
cite the excise and customs' returns in proof that quite
as large a quantity of spirituous liquors is consumed as

there ever was. We will not dispute such evidence ; but
of one thing we are certain, that the drunkenness of the
present day, if as extensive as formerly, is of a more de¬
cent description, for very little of it is seen in the streets.
No fewer than 40,000 people visited the British Museum
on Monday. The number at the National Gallery is un¬

known, but during the day there were frequently more

than 2,000 people in the rooms at one time; 27,000 per-,
sons visited Marlborough House and the Vernon Gallery.
The Polytechnic Gallery, Wylld's Great Globe, the Co¬
liseum, and other private exhibitions, where admission
had to be paid for, were also crowded. In the evening
eleven theatres exhibited eleven new pantomimes, and
were ail crowded. Many thousands of the paupers of the
various parishes were filled with Christmas cheer, and the
universal heart of England, so far as we have heard, once

more rejoiced at the great Christian festival.
There is very little new in the Literary world. One

son of the late Dr. Arnold, of Rugby, has published »

very interesting book called Oakfitld. It cannot be called
a novel, for, although it contains a tale, the tale is the
least interesting part of the book. The reviewers pay the
author a high compliment when they say the book is
worthy a son of Dr. Arnold. Another 'of Dr. Arnold's
sons has also published a volume of Poems. It is said
that Mr. Wabbes has recently declined an offer from an

eminent publisher of 2,000 guineas for a new novel. The
veteran Charles Knight has lately published two vo¬

lumes entitled 44 Once~L'pon a Time," which are highly
spoken of as valuable additions to that class of useful
literature which Mr. Knight has so long labored to promote.
No man has done more than he,to make sound knowledge
popular by presenting it in an attractive shape.

The Bank of England presents the following statements:
Circulation £20,605,623 Decrease £439,835
Public deposites. 10,492,680 Increase 465,520
Other do 10,669,684 Decrease 210,393
Coin and bullion 15,443,256 Increase 101,692
Disc'tsaud adv's 16,237,015 Decrease 288,222
Our foreign budget is an important one, but not of

great extent. There is no news from France but what
relates to the Eastern question, except rumors of great
excitement at Ltoxs, where se<;ret societies formed for
political purposes are very numerous. The troops are

under arms there, and many arrests have been made. It
was not positively known in Paris on Tuesday whether
the Allied fleets were,in the Black Sea or not. The gen¬
eral opinion in Paris was that Europe was on the eve of
a tremendous war. The Austrian Minister in Paris is
said to have declared that it is impossible for Austria to
remain passive and permit the Emperor of Russia to

proceed in a career of ambition which would be fatal to
the balance of power in Europe and to the interests of
Germany. Spain is represented as being in a sad condi¬
tion. The treasury is completely empty ; the best mili¬
tary men, Narvaez, Espartero, and Concha, are either ia
exile or otherwise in disgrace; and her best informed ci¬
vilians have been removed from office because they would
not vote against their consciences. At the present mo¬
ment, with the richest soil and the finest climate in the
world.washed by two seas, and every way favored by
nature.Spain could not obtain a loan in any Europe&a
money market, or even obtain sufficient capital to com¬
mence her system of railways.

Letters from Berlin, dated 24th, state that diplomatie
negotiations are pending between the Governments of
Sweden and Denmark, having for their object the con-

elusion of a league, offensive and defensive, between the
two States. Swedes is arminjby sea and land, and Den¬
mark will immediately fortify her coasts, and place Co¬
penhagen in a state of defence.
Rekschid Pacha has made a formal demand for the

aid of the Allied fleets, and it is generally believed in
town that positive directions have been issued by the
Governments of France and England for the fleets to en¬

ter the Black Sea. Thus the plot thickens ; and further
srtill to the East has mischief been brewed. Persia is
about to march against Turkey. Thus the former is no
longer an outwork for the defence of British India, but
the first parallel from whence the attack may be com¬

menced or threatened. The religion of Persia is Mahom-
medan, but she has joined the Cross in a crusade against
the Crescent. During the last forty-four years England
has spent more than half a million sterling in endeavor¬
ing to acquire influence in Persia, and the upshot is that
Persia has recalled its Minister from Londonjwithout deign¬
ing to give any explanation of the cause. It has declared
war against Turkey, without condescending to tell our

Minister at its Court at Teheran : and sent a mission to

Cabul to induce England's old enemy. Dost Mahommib
and the AffghanChiefs, to unite with Persia in hostilities
against the Si ltan, the inheritor of the Caliphate aad
the head of the faith of the Crescent. Certainly it is not

in Persia that England has got money's worth for the vast
sum her diplomacy has cost. This is truly a very humi¬

liating statement. The result may not be of much con¬

sequence to England, but the advance of even a Persian
army, thirty thousand strong, against the Asian Provinces
of Turkey is a serious movement in favor of Russia
The news from Isdia is satisfactory. The accounts

from Burmah are lesy warlike; tranquillity prevails ia
Peih". From Chisa the news is, that the insurgents keep
firm hold of Shanghai, but they have not reduced Amoy.
Decimukk 30..It was decided at a Privy Council yes¬

terday that Parliament is to meet for business on ths
31st of January. The French Government has abolished
the restrictions hitherto imposed on the importation of
raw cotton from Great Britain into France. There ia
further news from the East. The Grand Council at Con¬
stantinople discussed the collective Note communicated
to Rkdschid Pacha by the Ambassadors of the Foui Pow¬
ers on the 18th December


